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DEPARTMENT CONSTRUCTION TO BEGIN 


Department of Libraries offices in Montpelier will be moving 
in the fall of 1988. Construction of a five-story addition to the 
rear of the Pavilion Office Building in Montpelier, scheduled to begin 
this May, will include a two-story connector between the Pavilion and 
the Supreme Court Building to house the Department. The move will 
result in a single access point for patrons seeking information, 
whether law or reference-related, more public space, a separate 
interlibrary loan office, climate control for Vermontiana and other 
rare materials, a computer room, and new administrative offices. The 
Law and Documents and Reference collections will remain in the rear 
portion of the 111 State Street building which will be renovated to 
give the Supreme Court more room. 


SCHOOLS TO EXPAND PARTICIPATION IN ILL NETWORK 


At its April meeting, the Vermont Board of Libraries 
determined that school libraries using interlibrary loan provided 
through the Department of Libraries should participate equally in the 
Vermont Resource Sharing Network. Participation entails regularly 
contributing cataloging information to the Vermont Union Catalog in 
the same manner as public, academic, and special libraries currently 
contribute and also making materials available on interlibrary loan to 
the patrons of other Vermont libraries. Approximately 10% of all 
school libraries currently participate fully, but many more ask for 
and borrow materials on interlibrary loan. 


At the beginning of the 1987-88 school year, a list of school 
libraries currently contributing to the VUC will be compiled. Others 
will be encouraged to begin contributing catalog cards for new 
materials as they are acquired. School libraries which do not 
contribute to the VUC will still be permitted to request materials 
owned by their local regional library, but the Department of Libraries 
will not search further to fill requests through its other regional 
libraries, other Vermont libraries, or beyond. State Librarian 
Patricia E. Klinck (828-3265) stated that a letter explaining the 
interlibrary loan policy will be sent to all school libraries before 
this school year ends. 


17 LIBRARIANS EARN CERTIFICATION 


At a recent meeting, the Certification Board approved the 
following for certification as Vermont public librarians: 


Diana Douglas, Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier 
Dee Ertell, McCullough Free Library, North Bennington 
Pam Gonzalez, John Dewey Library, Johnson State College 
Lorraine Hanifin 
Pat Hazlehurst, Cobleigh Library, Lyndonville 
Kathie Ludwig, Norman Williams Public Library, Woodstock 
Hava Martin, Proctor Library, Ascutney 
Kim Prangley, Haskell Free Library, Derby Line 
Mary Prior, Pope Library, Danville 
Rosemarie Ratti, Springfield Town Library 
Gail Rice, Mark Skinner Library, Manchester 
Debbie Roderer, Dorothy Alling Memorial Library, Williston 
Judith Sargent, Chittenden Public Library 
Leda Schubert, Department of Education 
Linda Williamson, Bridgewater Public Library 
Jean Wolfe, Tunbridge Public Library (pending) 
Gee Gee Zaveson, Rand Memorial Library, North Troy 


The certificates will be awarded at the annual Vermont Library 
Conference at St. Michael's College, Winooski, on May 28 when the 
librarians will be luncheon guests of the Vermont Library Association. 


Members of the Certification Board are Mary Lou Adsit, South 
Burlington; Milton Crouch, Past President, VLA; Patricia E. KLinGk, 
State Librarian; Russell Moore, librarian, Springfield Town Library; 
and Priscilla Page, Assistant State Librarian and Chair. 


STATE LIBRARIAN TESTIFIES ON WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


State Librarian Patricia E. Klinck testified before the 
Subcommittee on Education, Arts and Humanities of the Senate Committee 
on Labor and Human Relations April 3, 1987, about the proposed White 
House Conference on Library and Information Services (S. J. Resolution 
26). An active member of the American Library Association's 
Legislation Committee and a past president and past legislative chair 
of the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies, Klinck made several 
suggestions to improve the conference if it must be held. 


Noting that national discussion about the proposed conference 
has become polarized and emotional, Klinck stated that holding such an 
event involves setting priorities and making the most effective use of 
available funds. She urged lawmakers not to deduct any funds which 
may be set aside for the conference from existing Federal library 
program funding at either the national or state level. In addition, 
she urged that "state and/or regional conferences, programs and 
activities related to the proposed White House Conference be optional 
and at the discretion of the individual states," to encourage a more 
flexible approach to examination of complex issues. Concerned that 
the proposed conference address current and future library and 
information issues thoroughly, Klinck also suggested that the actual 
model for the conference not be identical to that of the 1979 
event and that its projected date be pushed back into the 1990's. 
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VLTA PLANS TRUSTEE OF THE YEAR AWARD 


The Vermont Library Trustees Association will again recognize 
outstanding achievement by a trustee on behalf of his or her library 
in the year 1987. A $500 cash prize will be awarded to the library of 
the winning trustee at the VLTA annual fall meeting when the winner 
will be announced. Nominations may be submitted by any individual, 
trustee, library board, librarian, or member of a library Friends 
group by September 15, 1987, to Marianne K. Cassell, Department of 
Libraries, c/o State Office Building Post Office, Montpelier, VT 
05602. Nomination forms are available from Cassell and VLTA officers 
and regional council members. 


An award committee consisting of present or former library 
trustees will consider the nominations. Criteria for evaluation 
include: 

*responsibility for establishing policies resulting in such 
accomplishments as greater patronage, improved public relations, more 
successful fund raising, greater community service, expansion of 
physical or cultural dimensions of the library, or any other 
outstanding achievement of this nature 

*creating an innovative and successful program to overcome a major 
local library problem - a program that may be used as a model for 
other libraries 

*performing "above and beyond the call of duty," all those duties 
usually expected of a trustee; a year of consistent, dedicated, and 
productive service which made his or her board of trustees noticeably 
stronger and the library measureably better. 


BI-FOLKAL KITS READY FOR CIRCULATION 


The Department of Libraries Special Services Unit recently 
acquired some multi-media kits designed to encourage older people to 
share the remembered past. Developed by two former librarians from 
Wisconsin, the Bi-Folkal Kits each contain a how-to manual, large 
print sing-along music, realia to pass around, musical or narrative 
cassette tapes, and a set of slides. All a programmer needs are a 
tape recorder and a carrousel slide projector. Themes include: 


Remembering Automobiles 
Remembering County Fairs 
Remembering Fall 
Remembering Farm Days 
Remembering 1924 
Remembering School Days 
Remembering Train Rides 
Remembering Summertime 


Several Vermont nursing homes have used these kits with 
Success, and public libraries are also welcome to borrow them. They 
could provide the perfect entree to an on-going nursing home outreach 
program. For more details, contact Special Services Consultant 
Josephine Hess, 828-3273. The Bi-Folkal Kits are part of the SSU's 
gerontology collection funded by a gift from Marlin Management. For a 
bibliography of materials in the collection, contact Hess. 


BIENNIAL REPORT DISTRIBUTED 


THE BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIES, 
covering the period from July 1, 1984, to June 30, 1986, was recently 
distributed to all public, academic, and special libraries and 
selected school libraries. Included in the white and purple booklet 
are: 

a directory of Department of Libraries staff 

the State Librarian's report and statistics of the Department 

statistics of local public libraries and some statistics of other 
libraries ‘re 

the VERMONT LIBRARY DIRECTORY, 1987, a list of public, academic, 
special, and school libraries contripouting to the Vermont Union . 
Catalog, with addresses, telephone numbers, hours open, librarians 
and trustees' names and home phone numbers 

a list of "Other Important Addresses" 

several indexes, including an index of libraries by names other than 
geographical place names and a list of Vermont Union Catalog symbols 
currently in use 


Additional copies of the Biennial Report/Directory are 
available from Marianne K. Cassell, Development and Adult Services 
Consultant, Department of Libraries, c/o State Office Building Post 
Office, Montpelier, VT 05602. 


BARCODING CONTINUES | 


Call it "inventory control." Call it "barcoding." Whatever, 
it's a necessary part of getting the Department of Libraries materials 
ready for automated circulation with the new Data Research system, 
and it takes time. The exact number of Department of Libraries staff 
and volunteer time spent barcoding since the effort began early this 
year is unknown right now. But it is getting done, and offers all 
involved a chance to become acquainted with the "Big System" as it's 
been dubbed. 


Regional libraries began closing to the public on Mondays in 
April to give the staffs uninterrupted time to barcode. With every 
day, we get closer to being able to check books out uSing the Data 
Research system. Already we are enjoying the on-line catalog, for 
it reveals the range of material owned by the Department. It has 
become invaluable for interlibrary loan. If you're curious to see how 
the system works, ask for a demonstration at your regional library. 
Volunteer barcoders are also welcome. 


PEACE RIBBONS RETURN TO HOME LIBRARIES 


On August 4, 1985, some 300 individualized pieces of 
needlework from all over Vermont travelled to Washington, DC, to be 
tied into a 13 mile ribbon to commemorate peacefully the 40th 
anniversary of the bombing on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 25,000 people 
participated in the event. This spring, the Department of 
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Libraries assisted in distributing ribbons made by Vermonters 
to the Vermont Historical Society and to local libraries for display 
and preservation. 


Vermont Ribbon Coordinator Susan Lilienthal felt that the 36" 
x 20" pieces are colorful, highly personal statements with historical 
Significance that should return to the communities that generated 
them. The ribbons were made by children and adults, schools, and 
other community groups and represent many interpretations of peace 
through applique, textile painting, embroidery, and other needlecraft 
on muslin, denim, calico, felt, etc. Because most of the pieces 
included town names, they could be given to the appropriate public 
libraries. For more information about the Peace Ribbons, contact 
Lilienthal at 41 Greene St., Burlington, VT 05401. 


VERMONT READING PROJECT TO CONTINUE 


Good news! The National Endowment for the Humanities has 
awarded the Vermont Library Association a major grant to help continue 
reading discussion programs in Vermont public libraries. The new 
proposal promotes 31 themes in 137 libraries, with 25 of these new to 
adult humanities programming. Two new themes investigating "Myth and 
Legend in American History" and what it means to be an educated person 
will be developed and circulated. 


Under the provisions of the new grant, each library is 
required to make a $200 cash match toward the total cost of a series. 
Another $200 will be raised from local and state funding sources 
through an effort directed by the Vermont Reading Project in 
cooperation with local libraries. 


Sally Anderson, Project Director, will come and talk with 
local librarians, trustees, and other community members about 
budgeting, fundraising, publicity, and other matters related to the 
programs. For more information, contact Anderson at 875-2751. 


The Vermont Reading Project was established two years ago 
through a grant from NEH to VLA after several successful years of 
public library reading discussion programming. It also receives 
funding from the Vermont Council on the Humanities and help from the 
Department of Libraries. So far, 105 libraries have joined the 
"Reading Revolution," and thousands of Vermonters have participated. 


WHAT ROLE(S) SHOULD YOUR LIBRARY PLAY? 


Public libraries can and do play many roles in their 
communities. But it is difficult and unrealistic to play them all 
equally well and to the fullest. Priorities must be set. 


Many libraries have already set priorities, often 
unconsciously. Your library's course may have evolved over time so 
that you can readily say "we've always emphasized x over y." 

Or, priorities may have been imposed by some outside force, such as 
the will establishing the endowment or the body controlling the 
library's purse strings. Or, the library's role may reflect the 
particular interests of the librarian or trustees. In all of these 


cases, the development of priorities for library service has been a 
random and may not accuratly fit the community the library serves or 
the library's resources. 
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Making a conscious decision about what role(s) the library 
will play for a community is time-consuming and difficult, but it can 
help you focus your energy and resources toward what you have 
identified as areas most needing attention. Once you have been able 
to articulate your library's role(s), you can share your priorities 
with funding bodies, patrons, and the community at large. It will 
help you divide your precious resources and develop specific plans for 
the future. You'll have a clearer idea of what to strive for and how 
to measure success or progress. 


What role do you think your library emphasizes now? Following 
are some roles public libraries generally play. Think about them, 
your community, and your library. Which is most important? Least 
important? Then divide 100 points among them. 


POPULAR MATERIALS LIBRARY: emphasizes providing high interest, 
popular materials in a variety of formats for persons of all ages 


COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES CENTER: is a central focus point for a 
broad expanse of community activities, meetings, services 


REFERENCE LIBRARY: actively meets the needs of community resi- 
dents for timely, accurate information in their pursuit of job- 
related and personal interests 


COMMUNITY INFORMATION CENTER: is a clearinghouse for current 
information about community organizations, issues, services 


CHILDREN'S DOOR TO LEARNING: encourages children to discover the 
excitement of learning and explore a wide range of educational 
opportunities, programs, services 


INDEPENDENT LEARNING CENTER: supports individuals pursuing 
learning on their own at all levels, including citizen education, 
hobbies, cultural interests, career development, and self- 
improvement 


FORMAL EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTER: assists students of all ages in 
meeting educational objectives during their formal courses of 
study 


RESEARCH CENTER: assists scholars and researchers conducting in- 
depth research and studies as they investigate specific areas of 
knowledge and create new knowledge 


Your library probably does a little of each of these, but it 
probably does some more than others. Compare your perception of these 
emphases with those of library staff and trustees. Does the combined 
point count match your "gut" feelings about the library and its 
community make-up and interests? 


Soon to be published by the American Library Association, 
A PLANNING AND ROLES SETTING MANUAL FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES offers more 
information on choosing roles and setting priorities for public 


libraries. Expect to see more in the NEWS about this publication and 
its companion piece, a second edition of OUTPUT MEASURES FOR PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES, and please call me at 828-3261 if you'd like to discuss 
this further. : 


--Marianne K. Cassell 
Development & Adult Svcs. Consultant 


COMING EVENTS 


Wed. & Thurs., May 27 & 28, 1987 - Vermont Library Conference, St. 
Michael's College, Winooski. Call Mary Rivard, 655-2000, ext. 
2400. 

Fri., May 29 - Post-conference trade show, St. Michael's College 
State holiday - Regional Libraries closed 

Tues., June 2 - "Reference Update" workshop, Dept. of Libraries, 
Montpelier, 9:30 am 

Fri., June 5 - Second annual Celebration of Volunteerism, sponsored 
by Vermonters in Volunteer Administration, Vermont College, 
Montpelier, 8:30 am, $15. Call Cathy Mayo, 223-8800. 

Mon., June 8 - Fri. June 12 - "Collection Development" workshop, 
Southeast Regional Library, Dummerston, 9:30 am each day 

Sat., June 26 - Wed., July 1 - American Library Assn. conference, 
San Francisco 

Fri., July 3 - State holiday - Regional Libraries closed 


Thurs., July 9 - Wed., July 15 - "Basic Public Library Administration" 
workshop, Midstate Regional Library, Berlin 

Thurs., July 16 - "Evaluating Children's Books" workshop, 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library, Montpelier. Contact Grace Greene, 
828-3261 

Thurs., July 23 - Wed., July 29 - "Reference" workshop, South 


Burlington Community Library 

Aug. 10, 12, 14, 19, and 21 - "Storytelling" workshop, Northeast 
Regional Library, St. Johnsbury. Contact Grace Greene, 
828-3261 

Mon., Aug. 17 - State holiday - Regional Libraries closed 


NHPRC GRANTS AVAILABLE 


The National Historical Publications and Records Commission, 
through its grant program, encourages private non-profit and 
government organizations to preserve and make available records that 
further public understanding and appreciation of American history. 
These records can include state and local government records, as well 
as manuscript collections and organizational and business archives. 
The Commission also supports projects to promote cooperate efforts 
among repositories and to improve the knowledge, performance, and 
professional skills of those who work with historical records. 


The deadlines for submitting proposals are June 1, August 19, 
and December 21, 1987. For information on the grant program, contact 
Gregory Sanford, State Archivist, Secretary of State's Office, State 
Office Building, Montpelier, VT 05602. 


ALA ANYONE? 


San Francisco, enticing by itself, will have even more to draw 
visitors this summer as it hosts the 106th annual conference of the 
American Library Association. This year's theme is "Diversity: The 
Challenge to America's Libraries," and the program includes equally 
diverse speakers - Theodore Roszak, Laurence Yep, M.F.K. Fischer, 
Hilma Wolitzer, Philip Caputo, Congressman Claude Pepper, and Senator 
Paul Simon, to name but a few. Some programs of particular interest 
to public librarians include: 


Sat., June 27 - "You Are About to Be Sued," sponsored by the American 
Library Trustees Association 

"Revitalizing a Friends Group" 

"Review of New Manuals," introduction of the Public Library 
Association's new planning, rolesetting, and output measurement 
tools 

"Planning Children's Services in Public Libraries" 


Sun., June 28 - "Realize Your Dream: Work Smarter - Not Harder!," 
sponsored by the PLA Small- and Medium-sized Libraries Section 
"Swap & Shop for Bits & Bytes of PR," emphasizing computer 
generated graphics 
"Using Statistics for Library Planning and Evaluation" 
"Information: A Social Commodity" 
"Friends, Volunteers, Advocates - Making the Corporate 
Connection" 
Newbery and 50th Caldecott Awards Celebration 


Mon., June 29 - "Implications of CD-ROM for the Public Library" 
"The Problem Boss" 


Tues., June 30 - "Cooperative Collection Development" 
"Partners in Information: Libraries and USDA Extension 
Services Working Together to Meet Rural Information Needs" 
"Teaching Critical Thinking Skills Through the Use of Fantasy" 


For a preliminary conference program, including a registration 
form, write ALA; 50 E. Huron St.., Chicago, ib) 60611. 


AVAILABLE... 


-.--A resource book entitled the U.S. CONSTITUTION 
BICENTENNIAL: A WE THE PEOPLE RESOURCE BOOK, with materials for 
observing the observation. Published by the American Library 
Association's Office for Intellectual Freedom and the American Bar 
Association's Commission on Public Understanding About the Law, it's 
available for $10 from the ALA Public Information Office, 50 E. Huron 
St., Chicago, IL 60611. The price includes a set of four posters. 


..e-Another constitutional bicentennial resource, this time 
aimed at children, is the American Bar Association Committee on Youth 
Education for Citizenship's handbook, HELPING CHILDREN UNDERSTAND THE 
UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION, available from the ABA, 750 North Lake 
Shore Drive, Chicago, IL 60611. Included are ideas for educational 
activities for ages five through 12, an overview of the constitutional 


period in U.S. history, a simplified annotated outline of the 
Constitution, and a resource list. 


--.-"Tis Done! We Have Become a Nation," a poster exhibition 
developed by the National Archives to celebrate the 200th anniversary 
of the U.S. Constitution. Adaptable to a variety of audiences and 
facilities, it is available for $50 from the Public Services Branch, 
National Archives, Washington, DC 20408. 


...-Road signs with the library logo which may be personalized, 
for $25 plus delivery. Write "Sign Up for Libraries," New York 
Library Association, 15 Park Row, Suite 434, New York, NY 10038. 


-.."Year of the Reader" promotional kits with a poster, 
bookmarks, buttons, and bookbags - $12.50 from Upstart Library 
Promotionals, Box 889, Hagerstown, MD 21741. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 


THERE'S STILL TIME TO: "UNLOCK THE. MYSTERY” 


At this writing, over 80 libraries have ordered the free 
"Unlock the Mystery" summer programming materials. Everyone should 
receive what they requested around the middle to end of May. For 
those of you who have not yet ordered, please rush your requests to 
us. There are fabulous posters, reading records, certificates, 
stickers, and bookmarks all designed by Wendy Watson just waiting for 
you! If you run short, call Sue Lefebvre at 828-3261 to order more. 
We will send out extras as long as the supply lasts. 


The materials and summer manual are just springboards for your 
own programs. Please send me flyers, newsletters, articles, etc. so I 
can share with others what your community has done. 


MINI GRANTS AWARDED TO FIVE LIBRARIES 


For the fourth year in a row, the Department of Libraries set 
aside some of its Elva Sophronia Smith funds for five seed grants of 
$200 each to public libraries to begin new services or programs for 
children. This year we received 24 applications and selected the 
following for funding: 


Alden Balch Memorial Library, Lunenburg - Librarian Arlene 
Lewis plans to entice young adults to the library this summer by 
buying new paperbacks and with weekly programs that appeal to that age 
group. 


Royalton Memorial Library, South Royalton, and its Royalton 
Branch - Using adult volunteers and a professional puppeteer, 
Librarians Christine Kolter and Krista Ainsworth plan to teach 
children how to make puppets and put on shows. 


Springfield Town Library - Because there is a large Polish 
community in town, the library wants to acquaint children with the 
culture of Poland through music, art, crafts and drama. One excellent 
component of Children's Librarian, Kathy Blick's program is 
intergenerational: children will perform a Polish Christmas play for 
senior citizens at three sites. . 


Stamford Community Library - Puppets are also the theme for 
Librarian Carol Ethier's proposal, but she will focus on introducing 


FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Grace W. Greene, Children's Services 
Consultant, Vermont Department of Libraries, c/o State Office Building 
Post Office, Montpelier, VT 05602; (802) 828-3261 
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children to books through puppets and on creating puppets to circulate 
with corresponding books. 


Wilder Club and Library - To spice up Wilder's brand new 
storyhour, Librarian Joanne Blais will buy books (both resource and 
stories for telling), craft supplies and a flannel board. 


TOURING ARTISTS TO PERFORM AT 48 LIBRARIES 


As always, the touring artist program co-sponsored by the 
Department of Libraries and the Vermont Council on the Arts was very 
popular. Forty-eight libraries sent in their applications before our 
funding ran out. The majority chose artists who have participated in 
our program before, but several are trying some of our new performers. 
I looking forward to reports on all the programs. For those of you 
who didn't make it in before the cut-off, I urge you to apply again, 
next year. 


SHELBURNE MUSEUM AND DOL LAUNCH A NEW COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 


This year for the first time, the Department of Libraries and 
the Shelburne Museum are cooperating on a series of outreach programs. 
The Shelburne Museum has designed three programs to tie into our 
"Unlock The Mystery" summer theme. In one, children will find 
themselves transported to an 1887 attic where they will rummage 
through personal belongings in order to get to know the family who 
lives below. In another, children will become art historians as they 
study the works of the enigmatic New England painter and inventor, 
Edwin Romanzo Elmer. The third program will discover the "truths" in 
stories and songs. 


Because of an unexpected windfall in the Smith Fund, the 
Department was able to fund programs for the 50 libraries which 
responded earliest. If you were not among the lucky 50, you can still 
book one on your own for $30.00 plus a mileage fee. Call the 
Department of School Services at the Museum for details: 985-3346. 
Help your kids unravel an historical mystery! 


ELIZABETH WINTHROP WINS 1987 DCF AWARD 


Sylvia LaCombe, Chair of the Dorothy Canfield Fisher Children's 
Book Award Committee, recently announced that Elizabeth Winthrop has 
won this year's DCF award for CASTLE IN THE ATTIC (Holiday House, 
1985). We are delighted that Ms. Winthrop will be able to come to 
Vermont to accept her award in person. All schools and public 
libraries which voted have been personally invited to attend the 
program. In addition, interested librarians, teachers and parents are 
welcome to join us on: 

Thursday, May 21, 1987 
10:30 a.m. 
at the Green Mountain Union High School 
Chester, Vermont 


For reservations, contact Sylvia LaCombe, Box 262, Chester, VT 05143. 
Phone: 463-3785 (work); 875-2714 (home). 


LAVALLA FUND ESTABLISHED 


The family and friends of the late Majorie Gillam Lavalla have 
established a Memorial Fund to promote the Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
Children's Book Award among Vermont school children. A past member 
and chair of the DCF committee and a trustee of the South Burlington 
Community Library, Lavalla was committed to encouraging children to 
become enthusiastic readers. The fund, administered by the DCF 
Committee, is used for special promotional activities to further help 
bring children and books together. Contributions may be sent to 
Joanie Perkins, Treasurer, Dorothy Canfield Fisher Committee, Box 646, 
Norwich, VT 05055. 


PRESCHOOL CRAFT PACKETS 


CSAG, The Children's Services Advisory Group, met on Monday, 
April 13 at the Kellogg-Hubbard Library in Montpelier to share ideas 
about crafts to do in story hours. Sixteen people explained some 
excellent and exciting crafts. All of the ideas have been written up 
to make a very informal booklet. If you would like a copy for your 
own, please call or write Sue Lefebvre in the Children's Book Exhibit 
Center here in Montpelier, 828-3261. 


AVAILABLE 


*A catalog of large print books for children, including Newbery ~ 
winners, from: Cornerstone Books, 2040 Alameda Padre Serra, Box 4397, 
Santa Barbara, CA 93130-439; or call 1-800-422-2546. 


*1987 Newbery/Caldecott Display Kit with a full-color 22" x 34" 
poster celebrating 50 years of the Caldecott Medal, 200 pamphlets (100 
for each medal), a lucite pamphlet holder and 50 gold seals (25 for 
each medal) to place on books in your collection. The cost is $54.00. 
Order from: Public Information Office, American Library Association, 
‘Public Information Office, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, IL 60611. All 
items may also be ordered individually. 


~*~ catalog of fabulous book-based posters to brighten your 
children's area. There are 10 new posters for this spring including 
"George and Martha," "Curious George," and Tomie de Paola's "The Night 
Before Christmas." Prices are $6.95 - $9.95 each. Send for your 
catalog from The Peaceable Kingdom Press, 2954 Hilegass Avenue, 
Berkeley, CA 94705. 


*The Children's Book Council (67 Irving Place, New York, New York 
10003) has several wonderful new items for you. A set of eight 
reading encouragment posters celebrate the holidays. Designed by 
Molly Bang, Eileen Christelow, Petra Mathers and Haus Wilhelm, the 11" 
3/8 x 17" posters sell as a set for $25.00. Also available is a large 
dinosaur mobile kit which features eight 6" to 9" dinosaurs, a four 
piece volcano-and-flame structure, a guide to dinosaurs and a dinosaur 
booklist.) Cost rs" $25.00. 
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CONTINUING EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES 


"Robinson Crusoe and His Heirs: Survival and Conquest in 
Children's Books" is the theme of a week-long summer institute (July 
12-18) to be presented at Harvard University by Children's Literature 
New England. Workshop leaders and speakers include: Barbara Harrison, 
Ethel and Paul Heins, Jill Paton Walsh, John Rowe Townsend, Yoko 
Watkins, Katherine Paterson, Felice Holiman, Elizabeth George Speare, 
William Sleator and Eleanor Cameron. Cost is $375.00. Address 
inquires to: 

Children's Literature New England 

Harvard Summer School 

20 Garden Street 

Cambridge, MA 02138 or call 617-495-2493 


The Simmons Center for the Study of Children's Literature is 
offering an institute and symposium on the topic, "Metamorphosis." 
The institute, July 13-17, is $425.00, while the symposium, June 23- 
July 17 is $1,124.00 and will earn you 4 graduate credits. Speakers 
include: Natalie Babbitt, Molly Bang, Bruce Brooks, Anthony Browne, 
Robert Cormier, Lois Lowry, Zibby Oneal, Gary Paulsen, Chris Van 
Allsburg, Laurence Yep, Arthur Yorucks, Richard Egielski and Paul 
Zelinsky. For more information contact: 

The Center 

300 The Fenway 

Boston, MA 02115 call 617-738-2257 
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street RSU INSTALLS "MAGAZINE COLLECTION" 


The Department of Libraries Reference Services Unit (RSU) 
recently installed a fully automated system for retrieving and 
printing magazine articles which will greatly enhance interlibrary 
loan. Called "Magazine Collection," the system contains more than 
15,000 issues of more than 250 widely-read magazines. Users can 
search for specific articles by subject, person's name, author, 
product name, or titles of books and movies. 


A "Magazine Collection" user finds references to articles 
drawn from almost 400 popular magazines by searching "InfoTrac II" on 
CD-ROM (Compact Disk - Read Only Memory) or "Magazine Index." Eighty 
percent of the articles indexed by "Infotrac II" and "Magazine 
Index"are included in the "Magazine Collection." A code following the 
citation indicates which cartridge in the "Magazine Collection" 
contains the full text of the material and the frame number on which 
the article begins. The user selects the appropriate cartridge from 
the "Magazine Collection" carousel and snaps it into the system's 
viewer/printer. Next s/he presses a button to advance the film to the 
appropriate frame number; then s/he can read the article on the 
viewing screen or press another button to print a permanent copy for 
future reference. 


The new system greatly reduces a patron's wait for reference 
material contained in magazines and allows the RSU to get many 
articles quickly and simply. Current issues of the covered 
publications are added to "Magazine Collection" every two weeks, so it 
provides timely as well as historical information. The magazines in 
the "Magazine Collection" cover current affairs, business, education, 
consumer information, home management, lifestyles, performing arts, 
travel, and many other subjects of wide appeal. Vermont libraries 
that subscribe to "Magazine Index" should include the index numbers 
from their citations in their interlibrary loan requests to facilitate 
prompt response time. 


The combined resources of "Infotrac II" on CD-ROM and 
full-text articles from "Magazine Collection" are a significant 
addition to the RSU's interlibrary loan and reference capabilities. 
For more information on the "Magazine Collection," contact me at 
828-3261. 


--Linda McSweeney, Head 
Reference Services Unit 


REGIONAL LIBRARY HOURS TO VARY FOR A WHILE 


Department of Libraries regional library hours will vary 
temporarily from the regular schedule according to local needs. 
Monday morning closings will allow staff in four of the regional 
libraries to finish tasks associated with automation. All of the 
libraries will be open on Saturdays beginning September 12 except the 
Northwest Regional Library in Georgia which will be closed Saturdays 
due to a temporary staff shortage. The hours are as follows: 


Midstate (Berlin), Southeast (Dummerston), and Southwest ( 

; Rutland) 
Regional Libraries - Monday 1-5 pm, Tuesday-Friday 8: - 
Saturday 9 am - 5 pm. = a a i? Bui 

Northwest (Georgia) - Mon. 1-5, Tues.-Fri. 8:30-5 

Northeast (St. Johnsbury) - Mon.-Fri. 8:30-5, Sat. 9-5 


COMPARE YOUR LIBRARY TO OTHERS 


Many librarians and trustees, in evaluating their libraries’ 
performance or in planning for the future, look at statistics - their 
own libraries' over time and those of libraries in similar 
communities. THE BIENNIAL REPORT OF THE VERMONT DEPARTMENT OF 
LIBRARIES, issued last April, gives basic statistics for most public 
libraries in Vermont. These figures, which mostly cover the fiscal 
year ending December, 1985, have now been included in a database which 
allows us to "mix and match" figures and prepare customized reports 
for local libraries. We can sort numbers for libraries by population 
size, by annual circulation, by income, by hours open weekly, or by 
other statistics, and we can break these down to cover just a range of 
numbers, such as a given population range. 


Automating the statistics also gives us the opportunity to do 
calculations easily. Thus, some input/output measures are available, 
such as per capita tax support, materials expenditure per capita, 
volumes per capita, circulation per capita, turnover (how often does 
each book circulate in a year?), and the percentage of a community 
registered to use the library. Looking at these statistics can 
provide a clue to a library's performance or how widely it is being 
used (see "Statistics Can Help You", in the January, 1987, NEWS for 
more on this). 


Having the statistics in a database can help answer questions 

such as: 

*How many hours weekly are libraries with a particular size of 
community or annual circulation open 

*What do libraries serving a particular population range spend on 
salaries versus materials 

*What do libraries with a particular annual circulation range spend 
on materials 

*Do libraries that spend a lot per capita on materials have higher 
annual circulation than others 

*Is your library's budget higher/lower than others serving a 
Similarly sized community (and, by your knowledge of Vermont towns, 
you can then look at communities of similar "character," a more 
illusive denominator ) 


If you'd like more information on the statistics or on using 
them, please give me a call at 828-3261. There are any number of 
interesting things to find out. 


--Marianne K. Cassell 
Development & Adult Svcs. Consultant 


CALENDAR FOR FALL '87 


Funny how the turning of the leaves coincides with Vermont 
librarians' taking to the roads for meetings. There's plenty to 
choose from: 


Tues., Sept. 15, 9 am - Materials Review Session, MRL, Berlin 
Wed., Sept. 16, 9 am - Materials Review Session, SWRL, Rutland 
Thurs., Sept. 17, 9 am - Materials Review Session, SERL, Dummerston 


Sat., Sept. 19, 9 am-7 pm - Vermont Women's State Fair, Barre 
Auditorium. Workshops, demonstrations, exhibits (including some 
library-related ones). , 


Mon., Sept. 21, 3 pm - Materials Review Session, South Burlington 
Community Library 

Tues., Sept. 22, 9 am - Materials Review Session, NWRL, Georgia 
Wed., Sept. 23, 9 am - Materials Review Session, NERL, St. Johnsbury 


Sun., Sept. 27-Tues., Sept. 29 - New England Library Assn. annual 
conference, Boxboro, MA. Contact: Gail Furnas, 484-7476. 


Wed., Sept. 30, 10 am - Board of Libraries Exemplary Service 
Recognition Task Force meeting, MRL, Berlin 


Thurs., Oct. 1 - deadline for 1987 VLTA Trustee of the Year Award 
nominations. Contact: Marianne K. Cassell, 828-3261. 


Fri., Oct. 2, 10 am - VLA National Library Week '88 Committee meeting, 
Brownell Lib., Essex Junction 


Mon., Oct. 12 - State Holiday (Dept. of Libraries units, including 
regional libraries, closed) 


Tues., Oct. 20, 9:30 am - VLA Fall District Meeting, Aldrich Public 
Library, Barre. Topic: "You are Not Alone (Getting What You Want 
Without Holding Your Breath)". Contact: Michael Price, 442-9051 
Wed., Oct. 21, 9:30 am - Film Festival, MRL, Berlin 


Thurs., Oct. 22, 9:30 am - VLA Fall District Meeting, Rockingham 
Public Library, Bellows Falls. 


Thurs., Oct. 22, 9:30 am - Film Festival, SWRL, Rutland 


Mon., Nov. 2 - standards application deadline. Contact: Marianne kK. 
Cassell, 828-3261 


Wed., Nov. 4, 9:30 am - VLA College & Special Libraries Section 
meeting, Johnson State College 
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Thurs., Nov. 5 - Smith Lecture with Betsy Byars, Rutland Free 
Library, 2:00 pm. Contact: Grace Greene, 828-3261. 


Sat., Nov. 7, 9:30 am - Vermont Library Trustees Assn. annual meeting, 
Hotel Coolidge, White River Junction. Contact: Don Leigh, 365-7773. 


Wed., Nov. 11 - State Holiday (Dept. of Libraries units, including 
regional libraries, closed) 


Thurs., Nov. 26-Sat., Nov. 27 - Dept. of Libraries units, including 
regional libraries, closed 


AVAILABLE... 


..-The Agency of Human Services has published COMMUNITY 
PROFILES for each county in Vermont in an effort to assist communities 
in analyzing human services needs, to facilitate community-based 
planning, and to help develop strategies to improve access to 
services. These booklets contain demographic information public 
libraries can use in planning future services. For copies, call the 
Planning Division of the Agency of Human Services at 241-2227. 


--- ADULT PROGRAMMING: IDEAS AND RESOURCES FOR VERMONT PUBLIC 
LIBRARIANS, published in 1983, is still available. Ask Marianne K. 
Cassell for a copy at 828-3261. 


..-Lifelong Learning Systems (79 Sanford St., Fairfield, CT 
06430) has a nifty poster with ALF on one side and ideas for promoting 
the "Year of the Reader" on the other. Free. The poster was produced 
by NBC in cooperation with the Library of Congress and reminds us that 
"Books Make a Difference!" 


---'"TV for Book Lovers, 1987-88 Fall Season Schedule," a list 
of Vermont ETV shows with book tie-ins - from Janet L. Tebo, Public 
Information, Vermont ETV, 88 Ethan Allen Ave., Winooski, VT 
05404-1097. Tebo mailed a packet to librarians and book store owners 
in August and included a poster announcing Vermont author-artist Jim 
Arnosky's "Drawing from Nature" series. 


..-A copy of a generic emergency plan developed by Marnie 
Kneeland of the South Burlington Community Library which may be 
adapted by other Vermont public libraries - from Marianne K. Cassell. 
The sample plan is meant for libraries in Chittenden County to use but 
information for other counties could be gathered by covering all the 
bases and forms that Marnie used. Marnie's plan is on a diskette as 
well so that you might want to contact her for a copy if you have a 
microcomputer. 


..-A "Workshop Schedule for Fall 1987" from CPG Enterprises, 
Box 199, Shaftsbury, VT 05262, 447-0256. Workshops are directed at 
nonprofit organizations and cover such topics as fundraising, 
grantwriting, personnel, capital campaigns, desktop publishing, 
financial management, etc. Each day-long workshop costs $15. CPG 
also recently published THE VERMONT DIRECTORY OF FOUNDATIONS, 
available for $20. 


Q and A about AUTOMATION 


ie Hope Shis new, regular cofanna will hep agoress Sone of your concerns about avloniation, 
bot m your ferary and m the slate. Please TORS FOL PUCSERONS £0 NEWS — we Tf iry 


MIs wer Oevd2. 


QO. Can the Department of Libraries help me choose computer equipment 
and/or software? 


A. We can advise you whether or not a computer and/or software you 
are considering will allow you to dial into the Department's online 
catalog and electronic mail system. Beyond that, for choices of word 
processing, financial spreadsheets, or library functions software, we 
can only provide you with information such as software reviews or 
evaluations in library and other publications. 


The Department is concentrating its expertise on the Data Research 
library system, and we would be doing libraries a disservice if we 
said we were knowledgeable about other library vendors and their 
systems. The marketplace is so volatile that we really can only keep 
up with our own system. 


QO. I've heard that the Department will have an 800 telephone number 
for dial-in access to its system. Is this true? Tell me more. 


A. We anticipate that an 800 number for dialing into the system will 
be available after July 1, 1988, for libraries outside of local 
calling distance to a regional library. More details will be 
available as that date approaches. 


Q. Somebody in town wants to donate his old computer to the library. 
Should we take it? 


A. It depends. What can you use the computer for in your library? 
What software packages are available for use with that particular 
model of computer, and does that software meet your needs? Again, the 
Department can tell you if you can use that particular computer to 
dial into the DOL system and what additional equipment you might need 
to do so. It just might be that the donated computer is obsolete, 
with software no longer available or no new software being developed, 
limiting your use. 


--Sybil B. McShane 
Director of Reference and Law 


FILM NOTES | 


FALL FILM FESTIVAL... 


The 10th Annual Fall Film Festival will be held in two places 
this year: the Midstate Regional Library, Berlin, on Wed., Oct. 21, 
and the Southwest Regional Library, Rutland, on Thurs., Oct. 22 
(unfortunately conflicting with the VLA District Meeting in Bellows 
Falls). Here's your chance to see some of the new 16mm film and video 
(VHS) titles in the Dept. of Libraries and North Country Libraries 
Film Cooperative collections. Rest your eyes the day before and bring 
a lunch. Coffee's at 9:15 and we'll roll ‘em at 9:30 am. 


FEATURE DOCUMENTARIES... 


You may have heard us refer to "Short films" in our 
collection. These are high quality productions, mostly from the 
so-called "educational market," and include fiction and documentary 
films both for children and general audiences. They may be live 
action or animated in a variety of styles. Most are less than 50 
minutes long. We are still acquiring documentaries with a slightly 
larger scope, many of them longer, such as PICASSO; A PAINTER'S DIARY; 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ROSIE THE RIVETER; BROOKLYN BRIDGE; CHINA: THE 
YEAR OF THE COUNTING; THE STATUE OF LIBERTY; HOPI: SONGS OF THE FOURTH 
WORLD; and SMALL HAPPINESS. 


Two recent acquisitions are AGEE and THE ELECTRIC VALLEY, both 
produced by the James Agee Project of Johnson City, TN. AGEE is a 
fascinating profile of novelist and scriptwriter James Agee and his 
short, intense career, told through interviews, dramatizations, and 
rare documentary footage. THE ELECTRIC VALLEY, a different sort of 
documentary, traces the 50-year history of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA), a bold and far-reaching political/economic experiment 
which still reverberates in the towns it touched. 


VIDEO NOTES... 


For the first time, we're keeping statistics separately for 
film and video use. New pink forms - VIDEO ATTENDANCE REPORTS - are 
now included with each video sent out and should be filled out just as 
you always have with films. We need the information for federal 
reports but also to track film and video use for future planning. 
We've also just purchased special mailers for individual videotapes 
which are lined with bubblepack, not shredded paper which can damage 
videotape. Please return videos in the same mailers. And, finally, 
when sending in requests, please be sure to include a full legible 
name, address, and daytime phone number. We'll make fewer mistakes 
and be more efficient in processing your request. 


--S. Francis Woods 
Audio-Visual Services Consultant 


CHILDREN’S CORNER 


SMITH GRANTS AVAILABLE FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES 


Our annual competitive grant round for children's services, 
the Smith Grant, is now underway. In early September we sent an 
application form, along with guidelines, to all Vermont public and 
community libraries. If you have been thinking about starting a 
new service or program, but just can't afford it, consider applying 
for a grant. Again this year, we have set aside $3,000.00 from a 
bequest from Elva Sophronia Smith to fund new projects for 
children. Applications may be for any amount up to $3,000.00 and 
the deadline is January 8, 1988. 


If you have any questions, or would like some guidance, please 
feel free to call or set up an appointment to come in. I will also 
be available for consultation after the Materials Review sessions 
in early December. 


DCF COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES OPENING 


The Dorothy Canfield Fisher Memorial Children's Book Award 
committee is looking for someone to fill an opening for 1988. The 
new member will be chosen by the sponsors of the award, the 
Department of Libraries and the Vermont Congr¢ss of Parents and 
Teachers, based on recommendations from the six-member committee. 
Librarians, teachers, or persons interested in the fields of 
children's literature and reading who live and/or work in Vermont 
year-round are encouraged to apply for a three year term which may 
be renewed once. Former applicants are strongly urged to re-apply. 


If you love to read and discuss children's books, if you are 
excited about bringing good books and children together, and if you 
don't mind a lot of work, this may be just the committee for you. 
To give you an idea, the major duties of committee members are: 


*reading all books suitable for children in grades 4-8 of 
current copyright year by living American authors. 

*regularly circulating books among committee members so each 
may read them (boxes are rotated about every 2-3 weeks, for a 
yearly total of over 500 books) 

*contributing suggestions in December and January for the 
Master List (this means extensive reading of the composite list 
from January to March) 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT Grace W. Greene, Children's Services 
Consultant, Vermont Department of Libraries, c/o State Office Building 
Post Office, Montpelier, VT 05602; (802) 828-3261 
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*attending and actively participating in the spring meeting to 
select the 30 new Master List titles and in the fall business 
meeting 

*publicizing the DCF Award program in your community and, if 
time permits, your geographic region (this might include a special 
Sic in a local newspaper or individual school visits and book 
talks 

*be willing to take on duties of the Chair if elected by the 
committee 


If you are interested in being considered for the committee, 
send your name and a short resume relating your children's 
literature, reading, and/or teaching experience to the current 
Chair, Sylvia LaCombe, RR #1, Box 202, Perkinsville, VT 05151, by 
October 24, 1987. 


CHILDREN'S PROGRAM RESOURCE DIRECTORY 


The 1988 edition of PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN: A DIRECTORY OF 
PERFORMERS AND SPEAKERS is now in the works. Letters have been 
sent out to all performers who are currently in the directory, but 
we are also looking for new people. If you know of someone who 
does children's programs suitable for public libraries, please 
send us his/her name. We will then send along a form to the 
performers asking if they wish to be included and requesting a 
description of their programs. Your help is greatly appreciated. 


Please use this form (or another sheet) and send to: Grace 


W. Greene, Children's Services Consultant, Vermont Department of 
Libraries, c/o State Office Building Post Office, Montpelier, VT 


05602. 


PERFORMER'S NAME: 


ADDRESS: 


TELEPHONE NUMBER: 


BRIEF PROGRAM DESCRIPTION: 


How do you know about this program? 


Signature 


The Vermont Department of Libraries 
is pleased to announce 


the Smith Lecturer for 1987 


Betsy Byars 


The tenth annual lecture on 
children's literature will be given at 
The Rutland Free Library 
Court Street 
Rutland, Vermont 
Thursday, November 5, 1987 
2) ORD elite 

Reception and autographing immediately following the lecture. 
Betsy Byars, author of the Newbery Award Book, THE SUMMER 
OF THE SWANS, and more than twenty other books acclaimed by 
Dotn @children and ‘critics,  will¥ bring) to’ wsi/in > person -the 
same warmth, wit and keen perception that we have come to 
know through her books. 
There is no cost to attend the Smith Lecture, but seating 
is limited, so anyone interested in attending, should fill 
out the form below and return it to: Grace W. Greene, 
Children's Services Consultant, Vermont Department of Libraries, 


c/o State Office Building Post Office, Montpelier, VT 05602 
DYBUCEOUDCT. 625 ,.0h90/" 


I would like to attend the 1987 Smith Lecture. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


PACKETS OF BIBLIOGRAPHIES UPDATED 


This summer I managed to update most, but not all, of the 
bibliographies in the BARE BONES packet, and the STORYTELLER'S 
SURVIVAL KIT. Ones that were substantially revised include: 


From the Bare Bones Packet: 
"A Bare Bones Picture Book Collection" 
"A Bare Bones Juvenile Fiction Bibliography" 
"Aids for Developing a Children's Collection" 


From the Storyteller's Survival Kit: 
"Poetry in the Story Hour" 
"Drofessional Readings, Bibliographies and Resources" 
"Folktales in Picture Book Format" 
"Songs, Games and Finger Plays" 
"Dicture Book Storytelling for Toddlers" 
"Picture Books to Use With Older Children" 
"Flannel Boards" 
"Preschool Storyhours" (a how to) 
"Collections of Stories for Telling" (a totally new list) 


To obtain copies of any or all of these lists, write or call 
Sue Lefebvre in the Children's Book Exhibit Center at 828-3261. 


AVAILABLE... 


..-Pamphlets from the American Library Association to help 
you with Programming, each for $1.00 from the Association for 
Library Service to Children, American Library Association, 50 E. 
Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611: 


Programming for Children With Special Needs. 6 pages. 
Programming With Interpretive Activities. 8 pages. 
Programming to Help Children Use Creatively. 6 pages. 
Programming for Three to Five Year Olds. 5 pages. 


-.eThe LISTENING LIBRARY'S BOOK MATES CATALOG, includes 
rubber stamps, 38 stuffed characters, audio cassettes, filmstrips, 
posters and videos to introduce children to good books, from: 
Listening Library, Inc., 1 Park Avenue, Old Greenwich, CT 
06870-9990. 
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STORYTELLING TOO GOOD TO MISS 


THE VERMONT STORYTELLING FESTIVAL will take place in 
Burlington, October 9th, 10th, 11th, at the Fletcher Free Library, 
Contois Auditorium, and Church Street Center. Performances are for 
adults, children, and families; there'll be workshops for teachers, 
librarians, and just plain folks. Over twelve tellers, with tales 
and styles ranging from traditional to revival to post-modern, will 
include Peter Amidon, Mary Batchelder, Peter Burns, Gary Dulabaun, 
Tim Jennings, Norman Kennedy, Tracy Leavitt, Gary Moore, Avram Patt, 
Rochelle Wildfong, Pat Spaulding and more! Sponsored by The 
Fletcher Free Library, cosponsored by the Mayor's Council on the 
Arts, the Church Street Center, and the Champlain Folklore Coop, 
with assistance from the Vermont Council on the Arts. For 
information and tickets, write STORYFEST, PO BOX 1601, BURLINGTON, 
VT 05402, or call Fletcher Free Library at 863-3403. 


NAPPS FIFTEENTH ANNUAL NATIONAL STORYTELLING FESTIVAL, 
sponsored by the National Association for the Preservation and 
Perpetuation of Storytelling, will be held October 9 -11 in 
Jonesborough, TN. Featured storytellers include Carol Birch, 
Heather Forest, Jay O'Callahan and Ray Hicks. Cost for the three 
days is $35.00 for members and $40.00 for non-members. Call NAPPS 
ave vol) /53=2171 for a flyer. 


SITNNTH GRANT SUCCESS STORIES 


#1: Video Programs About Books 


Last year the Ilsley Library in Middlebury received a Smith Grant 
from the Department of Libraries to make videos with children. 
Here is children's librarian Joan Robinson's report: 


One great day in April, 1986, we received a Smith Grant to 
purchase video equipment to use in creating video programs with 
children ten years and older. The grant included monies to buy a 
VCR, a television, and a cart, but did not include a video camera 
which we had also requested. The Smith Grant Committee knew that 
not giving us the camera would limit the number of programs we 
could make because we would be borrowing a camera from Middlebury's 
high school during school vacations and for one or two weeks over 
the summer. It soon became clear that not owning a camera was 
going to limit us more than any of us had imagined, because during 
most of the vacations, the high school's camera was either in use 
(by students or teachers who had priority, reasonably enough) or 
being repaired. Trying to find children free at the same time the 
camera was available proved to be a scheduling nightmare. So, one 
wonderful day in April, 1987, we received a Smith Grant to buy a 
video camera....but more on that in next year's report. 


Before school was out in 1986, I held a meeting at the library 
for all the kids interested in making video programs about books. 
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To rally enthusiasm for the video project, I talked to the fourth, 
fifth and sixth grade classes at the local schools (promoting the 
summer reading program at the same time), and wrote the usual 
fliers, press releases and blurb in the library monthly newsletter. 
25 children from fourth to eighth grades, many new to me, attended 
the meeting in which I introduced the plan to make a show titled 
"Book Previews." We would act out parts of books, giving just 
enough of the story to interest viewers in reading the books 
themselves. The books would be chosen by the group with my 
approval. (I wanted to make sure that the books featured were of 
high quality, still in print and were available in paperback so 
that we could buy multiple copies.) The kids were very excited and 
full of ideas. We had a lively book discussion (which was one of 
the secret goals of the project) with kids telling all about their 
favorite books in order to convince each other to vote for them. 


The winning books were THE HEADLESS CUPID by Zilpha Keatley 
Snyder, THE WISH GIVER by Bill Brittain, and BOARDWALK WITH HOTEL 
by Claudia Mills. The kids who originally suggested those books 
were named directors. As directors, they would consult with me 
about what scenes would be shown and in what way, and they would 
choose the cast. After talking about summer schedules at that 
first meeting, we found chat only one director was going to be in 
town during the days the camera was available. He would therefore 
be the first director. He decided to play the male lead and then 
chose actors for some of the other parts from the kids at the 
meeting. I encouraged the kids not chosen as actors to help behind 


the scenes -- running the camera, making props and sound effects, 
designing the set, etc. -- which was what most of them preferred to 
do anyway. 


During the course of the year, we filmed scenes from the three 
books. Kids did everything, which meant that the camera work was a 
bit shaky at times, some of the improvised lines contained long 
pauses, and the sets were basic. But the kids had a real sense of 
accomplishment (as they should!) and will probably always have a 
special feeling for those books. 


Then, this summer, the kids created and filmed an introduction 
and conclusion to the whole show, as well as some Reading 
Rainbow-style book reviews. I had planned to dramatize more scenes 
from books but found that this was not a good summer project even 
with the camera readily available because all the different camp, 
vacation and swimming schedules make it impossible to collect kids 
over an extended period of time. 


In September, I will use the high school's newly purchased 
editing equipment to edit the tapes, and when the show is finally 
completed, we will have a premiere at the library, with all the 
kids who helped and their parents. Then I will lend the show to 
local schools with copies of the books that were featured; we hope 
it will promote reading. 


To avoid scheduling problems, I plan to have a series of video 
workshops in the fall, meeting on the same day every week. We will 
create what we can with the kids who show up. Judging by the 
enthusiasm that this project has generated through all of its ups 
and downs, I don't think we'll have any problem getting kids to 
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participate. Now that doesn't mean that we won't accidently erase 
a scene or two, or be drowned out by a nearby lawnmower, or lose 
one of our main characters to a school play right in the middle of 
filming! That, after all, is what keeps the creative juices 
flowing. 


One final note: Throughout the time described above, we found 
many uses for the VCR. We showed video movies donated by a local 
rental store to large crowds until I found out this was a 
infringement of the copyright law. We showed tapes of Reading 
Rainbow (OK by copyright law) to "drop-ins" at various times during 
the summer. It's come in handy several times during adult programs 
when someone had a video to share. We've started a video 
collection at the library and have permitted patrons without VCRs 
at home to view the informational videos at an out-of-the-way spot 
in the library. Now that the North Country Libraries Film 
Cooperative is buying more videos, we expect to use our VCR more 
and more in our programming. We're grateful to the Smith Fund for 
keeping us in step with the media game. 


#9- Basic, But Important 


Huntington, a small but growing town which has never had a preschool 
storyhour was awarded a Smith Grant in 1986 to improve services to 
its preschool community. Trustee Martha Gazley's report follows: 


The goal of the grant was to provide the town a new service, a 
story hour, to stimulate an interest in reading in preschool age 
children. Our plans included six activities: 


1. select a qualified storyteller. 
. purchase a quality selection of children's literature for ages 
Viz 
- renovate space for a reading nook. 
- publicize the new books and story hour schedule. 

5. hold an open house to introduce the new collection and 
encourage story hour attendance. 

6. initiate the story hour, provide the pamphlet "Reading Aloud", 
and encourage borrowing of the new books. 


2 
3 
4 


We publicized the project locally through the town newsletter, 
THE HUNTINGTONIAN, and in the Huntington Annual Report for 1986. 
Both publications are sent to all town residents. A press release 
was also sent to the BURLINGTON FREE PRESS. 


The books, ordered in May, arrived throughout the summer, 56 
in all. Response to the collection has been enthusiastic. Story 
hours were initiated in July, as nine volunteer readers, six new to 
the library, conducted eight weekly sessions between July 9 and 
August 27. Orientation for the volunteers was held prior to July 9 
and was conducted by a library trustee and a local school teacher. 
Seven of the programs had themes, and children were encouraged to 
bring related items. Publicity included signs in local stores, a 
flyer to every school child, notification of private kindergartens 
and day care homes, signs at the library, and monthly notices in THE 
HUNTINGTONIAN. In all, 24 different children attended the story 


Sis 


hours, with ages ranging from 2 1/2 to 8. 
Aloud" was made available to all parents. 


The pamphlet, "Reading 
On September 20 an Open 


House was held in conjunction with a fund-raising Bake Sale to 


further publicize the new collection. 


With the help of increased town support (including funds for a 
new heating system and shelving for the children's area), we will 
begin to renovate the children's area of the library this fall. 


There will be an Open House when the new area is completed. 


Thanks 


to the seed money provided by the Department of Libraries, we have 
been able to bring about a really significant improvement in the 
services which the Trustees are able to provide for the children of 


Huntington. 


MATERIALS REVIEW REMINDER 


The dates for the fall Materials Review Sessions are reprinted 


below. 


Leda Schubert, from the Department of Educaiton, and I will 


review books of interest to public and school librarians beginning at 
9:00 a.m. and lasting until 12:35 or 1:00 (except for the South 


Burlington sessions). 


order by age level, finishing with young adult non fiction. 


We will start with picture books and go in 


Please 


feel free to bring your lunch and eat it at any time. 


The schedule is as follows: 


Midstate Regional Library, Berlin 
Southwest Regional Library, Rutland 
Southeast Regional Library, Dummerston 

S. Burlington Community Library 

Northwest Regional Library, Georgia 
Northeast Regional Library, St. Johnsbury 


Late Fall: 


Midstate Regional Library, Berlin 
Southeast Regional Library, Dummerston 
Southwest Regional Library, Rutland 

S. Burlington Community Library 
Northwest Regional Library, Georgia 
Northeast Regional Library, St. Johnsbury 


Tuesday, September 15 _ 
Wednesday, September 16 
Thursday, September 17 
Monday, September 21, 3:00 
Tuesday, September 22 
Wednesday, September 23 


Tuesday, December 1 
Wednesday, December 2 
Thursday, December 3 
Tuesday, December 8, 
Wednesday, December 9 
Thursday, December 10 


3:00 


DRAWING FROM NATURE WITH JIM ARNOSKY 


Vermont ETV has a first this year: a program produced locally 
that will be broadcast nationally. Even more exciting for those of us 
involved in children's books, is that the program was conceived by and 
stars Jim Arnosky, children's book author and illustrator and noted 
naturalist. Called DRAWING LIFE IN MOTION (Lothrop, 1984) and DRAWING 
FROM NATURE (Lothrop, 1982). Each hour-long segment helps viewers 
observe nature and translate it to paper. The programs will air 
sundays at 7:00 p.m. September 20 - October 11. To coincide with the 
television programs, Arnosky's publisher has released new editions of 
each of the two books at $8.95. These new editions, paperbacks from 
Mulberry, feature full color photographs for the covers as well as 
photo inserts inside. 
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CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK 


It's not too early to begin planning your celebration for 
Children's Book Week, November 16 - 22 this vear. The 1987 theme is 
"Change Your Mind" and supporting materials such as posters, friezes 
and bookmarks can be ordered from the Children's Book Council, 67 
Irving Place, New York, NY 10003. 


Think creatively! Your observances do not need to be limited to 
the four walls of your library. Dream up ideas for letting the world 
know about Children's Book Week. Take a cue from Betty Lallier, 
elementary school librarian from Richmond, who has talked the Sirloin 
Saloon people on Route 7 into dressing up their wooden bears to 
promote children's reading! 


BOSTON GLOBE/HORN BOOK AWARDS 


One of the highlights of the annual New England Library 
Association Conference is always the presentation of the Boston 
Globe/Horn Book Awards for excellence in children's books. This 
year's ceremony, on September 28 in Boxborough, MA, features the 
following winners: 


For illustration: 
MUFARO'S BEAUTIFUL DAUGHTERS: AN AFRICAN TALE, written and 
illustrated by John Steptoe, published by Lothrop. 


Honor Books: 
OLD HENRY, written by Joan W. Blos, illustrated by Stephen 
Gammell, published by Morrow. 
IN COAL COUNTRY, written by Judith Hendershot, illustrated by 
Thomas B. Allen, published by Knopf. 
CHERRIES AND CHERRY PIES, written and illustrated by Vera B. 
Williams, published by Greenwillow. 


For nonfiction: 
THE PILGRIMS OF PLIMOUTH, written and illustrated by Marcia 
Sewall, published by Atheneum. 


Honor Books: 
THE MAGIC SCHOOL BUS AT THE WATERWORKS, written by Joanna Cole, 
illustrated by Bruce Degen, published by Scholastic. 
STEAMBOAT IN CORNFIELD, written by John Hartford, illustrated 
with historical photographs, published by Crown. 
BEING BORN, written by Sheila Kitzinger, illustrated with 
photographs by Lennart Nilsson, published by Grosset & Dunlap. 


Forestiction: 
RABBLE STARKEY, written by Lois Lowry, published by Houghton 
MiEG lan’. 


Honor Books: 
GEORGIA MUSIC, written by Helen V. Griffith, illustrated by James 


Stevenson, published by Greenwillow. 
ISAAC CAMPION, written by Janni Howker, published by Greenwillow. 
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MYSTERIES UNLOCKED EVERYWHERE 


We had an all time record number of libraries using the summer 
reading materials this year: 145! This is 15 more libraries than in 
1986, and 53 more than in 1985! Children participated in special 
"Unlock the Mystery" events all over the state. Some of those 
happenings were: 


An evening of ghost stories at the Dorothy Alling Library in 
Williston. 


Norwich's "Super Snoops Summer Spectacular" which required all 
participants to wear a mask. 


Children unlocking the mysteries of plants, dowsing, codes the 
police, fingerprints and the five senses - all at the McIndoes 
Academy Library. 


Historical mystery programs from the Shelburne Museum funded by 
the Department of Libraries at 30 libraries. These included: 
"Unspinning a Yarn" at the Hartland Public Library; "Bloomers and 
Spats" at Reading Library and "A Picture is Worth a Thousand 
Words" at Dailey Memorial Library in Derby. 


Bennington's summer reading program participants beginning as 
Rookie Sleuths, advancing to Private Eyes and finishing up as Ace 
Detectives. 


Springfield's kids unlocking the mysteries of nature, archeology 
(through an actual dig!) history, reporting and police detection 
in their weekly "Unlock the Mystery" programs. 


New mystery jars greeting Middletown Springs patrons each week. 
Ice cream certificates were the prizes for guessing the right 
number of objects. 


Danville's children working on solving a real unsolved local 
mystery. 


Young sleuths encouraged to take a mystery chalk walk, solve 
weekly puzzles and participate in a final puzzle day at the St. 
Johnsbury Athenaeum. 


Various mysterious programs in Westford such as: "Mystery 
Senses," a mask workshop and "Clue in the Afternoon." 


A week of bizarre days in Lyndonville called: Mysterious Monday, 
Treacherous Tuesday, Weird Wednesday, Tantalizing Thursday and 
Freaky Friday. 


Disguise Day in Brattleboro which encouraged all great detectives 
to rummage through their closets "To create a Great Mysterious 
Look." 


And 48 touring artists performing at 48 libraries thanks to a 


grant from the Department of Libraries and the Vermont Council on 
the Arts. 
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CHANGES TO VERMONT LIBRARY DIRECTORY, 


New Librarian: Sylvia Mechnick 


New Librarian: Doris Severy 
462-2855 


New Trustee: Sandra Phillips 
New Trustee: Col. Clinton Pratt 


New Librarian : Caro) Ethier 
694-1451 


Change of Address: P.O. Box 148 
not Lock Box 204 


New Librarian: Paula J. Baker 
775-7893 


New Librarian: Kay White 
584-3512 


New Librarian: Gael Stein 
New Librarian: Carol Young 


Library phone 368-2838 
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Patricia E. Klinck, State Librarian +» « « « »« »«, 6 6 «6 & © 6 6 © on Senin 
Marianne K. Cassell, Development & Adult Services Consultant. . . 828-3261 
Grace Greene, Children’s Services Consultant. + 6 «© 6 % «© © 6 iiemreiiieee teen 

Extension and Outreach Services Division 


Priscilla Page, Assistant State Librarian «© « 6 «© «© © 5 © 6 | see 
Jasephine Hess, Special Services Consultant +. . 6 . «© © ©) 
S. Francis Woods, Audio-Visual Services Consultant. i 
Kent Gray, Midstate Regional Library (Berlin? .«. . 6 6 9s 6) ween 
Michael Roche, Northeast Regianal Library (St. Johnsbury) . » . 74e3=sa26 

» Northwest Regional Library (Georgia). «. « 5 6p 
Amy Howlett, Southeast Regional Library (Dummerston). . ... . 254-2961 
Janet Alexander, Southwest Regional Library (Rutland) . . 3) sy 


Reference and Law Division 
Syvbil Bs McShane, Director. « 6 % «%s «© «© 0. 6 te o 6 6 0) 6p 
Linda McSweeney, Reference Services Unit. «© « « 6 « 6 «6 « © oe eget eee 
Marjorie D. Zunder, Head, Technical Services Unit . . « « « 9 ee eee 
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